| abor of Love

lean-Pierre Heim renovates a beloved but rundown Paris church founded in 1890,
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L4 CHATELLE DE L AssomrTion, conseoraied by
the Archhishopof Pars in 1830 and bocated in
the clry's 16th armodissement on the Right
Bamnk, had passed i U¢I1L¢ﬂﬂlf\ﬁlllum1mﬂnr\r
guing a8 much as a gente foefft One year
short of the milkennium, however, the tellinle
sigrs of disrepair could no longer be ignored.
Henee the parishioners’ decision i engge
architecs Jean-Fierre Helm to handle the pro-
bone job of rencvating the 1 CHMD50) i
church, His greatest seward, he sns, wis the
grafimde of the congregation and diocese.

Surveying the damage inflicted by neglect
and old age, Heim confirmed that except
fiar the hare-bones simaciure, litde conld be
preserved as found, Hence he assembled 2
crew-of professonals whe, skilled in the tsks
of restoration, defily worked from scafTalcl-
ing almost wuching the 454t-high celling
vault, Laboring by hand, they cleaned, samd-
e amnd refinished marble, wood, amd plas
per parts Qld paint layers were stripped.
Cleaning of Corinthian capitals was anather
exigent process requiring a light steady
osch; integrally colored cement was wsed
mainly to update texmred walls, Original
ok Mboaringg was renovated boo.

Ky codors, Helm goes on, come i the
fiare o the deep blue ceiling and lerma-coitz-
Trued walls, bath borrowed from 17 centu-
ry Itallan barogque cathedrals. Why go 1o Iaby
to select the palene for a French church?
Because, he rgoins, that was the homelbmnad
of marmy artists working in France at the rele-
vant time. Out of the camera's range is the
alear, backed by a T-ithigh 1HL-wide cross
el it the threedt-thick wall, Tl Incision
i alighity angled and filled with teotared
glass casting, 2 il were, 3 sunany refleciion on
larg aftermoons.

Mone of the above, reinforced by much
rescarch and decumentary studies, could
hawe been accomplished without the
chiareh’s nuns, Sister Thérése Agnis in par-
ticular, says the architect. The prochana
job ook about six months, Budget fgeres
are withheld. —Moraica (reran

Opesite vl thés pauge: Three v of the rarihes
foccring em the rekabilitated ok doors, tefirished
aalyfte-or-black modely TRemiflion run befeen
Busteorey devel enal clevastortes, Deep bl e ferma-
il are the prrdnmirand e,
FREEOOVSCAIFTURAL SIONAGE RESTORATION: CATHERINE
FEFF. PAINTINGFLASTENIRG: COPPER SOCIETE. CARTED
FERAE-LGIUAS AALLET AT THEA CREIRETRY, GERERAL DN
TRALTAI: NICHEL SOMOL AT BRCHARIE,
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